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Open Skies

Bothwell's Georgian streetscape in Tasmania's Central Highlands

Some places call for attention.

Others earn it quietly, through shared stories and open skies.

Just over an hour from Hobart and less
than two from Launceston, Bothwell lies
deep in Tasmania's wild heart — the
Central Highlands — quietly rewarding
those who slow down enough to notice the
stories held in its streets and skies.

Wide skies stretch over farmland and
lakes, sandstone glows softly in shifting
light, and daily life unfolds with an
unhurried rhythm that feels increasingly
rare. It is a small highland town shaped as
much by its people as by its past, offering
experiences that feel real, grounded and
easy to be part of.

Established as a farming township by
Scottish settlers in the 1820s, on land long
cared for by the Big River Nation people,
Bothwell carries its heritage lightly. That
heritage is visible in tartan street signs, in
family names that echo Highland roots,
and in buildings that have quietly watched
two centuries pass.

First impressions arrive without fuss.
Georgian sandstone buildings line the
main street with quiet confidence,
shaped by age and use rather than
polish.

More than fifty heritage-listed buildings
remain in active use today, including the
Castle Hotel, one of Australia's oldest
continuously licensed inns. Together
they form a streetscape that feels
lived-in rather than curated.

Rural life moving through Bothwell,
beneath wide Highland skies.



The Bothwell Post Office - cakes,
coffee, and great conversation

The Central Highlands Visitor Centre and
Australasian Golf Museum offers a natural
place to begin exploring. Local maps, tartan
treasures, friendly advice and a sense of
the region's stories help visitors find their
bearings before setting out to wander.

At the centre of town stands the quietly
famous Bothwell Post Office. Locals collect
their mail at the counter while travellers
settle in for home-baked cakes, sourdough
toasties and great coffee.

What begins as a quick stop often turns
into an unplanned linger, with locals and
visitors sharing tables, swapping stories
and passing on travel tips.

It is living heritage —
practical, welcoming,
and unmistakably,
Bothwell.

A short drive from the town centre brings
visitors to Ratho Farm, one of Australia's
oldest continuously operating rural estates.
Established in the early nineteenth century,
it is home to the country's oldest golf
course and the oldest surviving golf links
outside Scotland.

For golfers, the appeal is clear. For others,
it is the sense of continuity that draws them
in. Guests stay in restored farm buildings,
walk among old stone walls and open
paddocks, and experience a landscape
shaped by generations.

Shared stories around the fire at
Ratho Farm.

Nearby, Rathmore offers another
expression of country life. Set among
rolling sheep country just outside Bothwell,
blends

this boutique accommodation

heritage with hospitality.

The convict-built homestead and shearers'
quarters have been thoughtfully revived,
creating a place where guests can settle
into the rhythms of rural Tasmania.
Evenings bring paddock-to-plate dining and
local wines, while mornings arrive with
birdsong and grazing sheep.



Back in town, new life continues to
shape old spaces. Clyde Mill is one of
Bothwell's most striking restorations.

Once known as Nant Mill, the historic
building has been revitalised as a
family-run distillery and Kkitchen,
producing premium single-malt
whisky and craft gin. Tours and
tastings share both the distilling

process and the history of the site.
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Exploring Clyde Mill distillery

Everyday businesses give Bothwell its
warmth. Sealy's Café and Gifts is a
natural gathering place where locals drop
in as part of their daily routine and
visitors find themselves welcomed into
easy conversation over coffee and
homemade fare.

Beyond the township, the Ilandscape
opens wide. The Central Highlands are
defined by water, open country and
space to breathe.

Nearby lakes, quiet back roads and
walking tracks invite unhurried
lookouts and

campgrounds reveal sweeping views

exploration, while

across a calm, expansive landscape.



Bothwell, in the Tasmanian Central Highlands.

Community life remains central to Bothwell's identity. Each year, Highlands
Bushfest brings the town together in celebration of outdoor adventure. Streets
fill with music, demonstrations, shared meals and friendly competition, and
visitors quickly find themselves part of the warm, country atmosphere.

Bothwell's appeal lies not only in its rich scenery and history, but in the
authenticity of its experience. Independent cafés, family-run accommodation and
locally owned businesses ensure tourism supports the people who call the town
home.

For travellers exploring Tasmania, Bothwell offers something increasingly sought
after: a place where stories remain connected to the land and the people who live
there. It is an easy day trip from Hobart or Launceston, yet many discover a
single day is not enough.

Bothwell does not try to impress. Instead, it invites visitors to sit a while, wander
slowly and take part in the stories that shape daily life here.

Beneath the open skies of Tasmania's Central Highlands, those
shared moments reveal a town comfortable in itself, generous in
spirit, and quietly welcoming to those willing to slow down and
belong, even if just for a few days ....



